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The rotating-artist Top Ten began as a regular column in  
March 1998 following an introduction in December 1997. 

This publication is a celebration of the column’s tenth anniversary. 
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 Christopher Münch 
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 Robert Rosenblum 82

 Jan Avgikos 84
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 Bruce Hainley 94
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 Boris Groys 98

100 2000
101 Rob Pruitt  02/00

102 David Robbins  03/00  

103 Dave Eggers  04/00  

104 Anna Gaskell  06/00  

105 Nayland Blake  09/00  

106 John Tremblay  10/00  

107 Richard Hawkins  11/00  
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108 BEST OF 2000 FILM 
 John Waters 
 Susan Sontag 
 Ian Birnie 
 Kent Jones

110  BEST OF 2000

112 Arthur C. Danto 

114 James Meyer 

116 Katie Siegel 

118 Glenn O’Brien 

120 David Rimanelli 

122 Ralph Rugoff 

124 Robert Rosenblum 

126 Daniel Birnbaum 

128 Wayne Koestenbaum 
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132 Bruce Hainley 

134 Lisa Liebmann 

136 Dennis Cooper 
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139 Gary Indiana  01/01  
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154 Vince Aletti 
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160 Daniel Birnbaum 

162 Robert Rosenblum 

164 Philip Nobel 
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168 James Meyer 
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172 David Rimanelli 
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Note: some months did not include a Top Ten, 
and have not been listed here.
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 01/02  David Byrne 175
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 11/02  Sam Durant 183

 12/02 

 BEST OF 2002 FILM 185 
 John Waters  
 David Bordwell 
 Amy Taubin  
 Ian Birnie 
 Chrissie Iles

 BEST OF 2002 MUSIC  188 
 Dennis Cooper  
 Ben Ratliff 
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 Steve Lafreniere
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 Vince Aletti 196
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 Bob Nickas 200

 Daniel Birnbaum 202
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 Philip Nobel 206

 Tom Holert 208

 Katy Siegel 210
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 Tom Vanderbilt 244
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 02/04  Kori Newkirk 254  

 03/04  Trisha Donnelly 255  
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 05/04  Miranda July   257

 06/04  Lucy McKenzie   258
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 Jack Bankowsky 284

 Bruce Hainley 286

 Thelma Golden 288

 Paul Schimmel 290

 Tom Vanderbilt 292

 Pamela M. Lee 294

 Hamza Walker 296

 Robert Rosenblum 298

300 2005  
301 Lizzi Bougatsos  01/05   

302 Loren Goodman  02/05  
303 Tomas Saraceno  03/05   

304 Josephine Meckseper   05/05 

305 Donald Urquhart  09/05   

306 Cathy Wilkes  10/05    

307 David Adjaye  11/05    
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 BEST OF 2005 FILM 
308 John Waters  
309 Amy Taubin  
310 James Quandt  
311 Chrissie Iles  
312 Isaac Julien 

 BEST OF 2005 MUSIC 
313 Dennis Cooper  
314 Stephen Vitiello  
315 Christoph Cox  
316 Susie Ibarra  
317 Debra Singer

318 BEST OF 2005 

320 Robert Storr  

322 Alison M. Gingeras 

324 Ann Goldstein 

326 Martin Herbert 

328 Thelma Golden 

330 John Kelsey 

332 Robert Rosenblum 

334 Isabelle Graw 

336 Matthew Higgs 

338 Daniel Birnbaum 

340 Jack Bankowsky 

342 2006
343 Paola Pivi  01/06  

344 Matt Keegan  02/06  

345 Brendan Fowler  03/06  

346 Olivia Plender  04/06  

347 Friedrich Kunath  05/06  

348 Monsieur Chat  06/06  

349 Matias Faldbakken  09/06  

350 Aleksandra Mir  10/06  

351 Fia Bakström  11/06  
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 BEST OF 2006 FILM 
352 John Waters 
353 Amy Taubin 
354 James Quandt  
355 Barbara London 
356 Jonathan Romney 
 BEST OF 2006 MUSIC 
357 Matmos  
358 Christina Kubisch  
359 Wendy Fonarow  
360 Kode9  
361 Iain Forsyth 
 Jane Pollard 
362 BEST OF 2006 

364 Daniel Birnbaum 
366 Chrissie Iles 
368 David Rimanelli 
370 Jessica Morgan 
372 Mike Kelley 
374 Elizabeth Schambelan 
376 Francesco Bonami 
378 Thomas Lawson 
380 Alison M. Gineras 
382 Okwui Enwezor 
384 Rita Kersting 

386 2007
387 Eileen Quinlan  01/07

388 Katy Moran  02/07

389 Rae Armantrout  03/07

390 Kay Rosen  04/07

391 Chip Lord  05/07

392 Paulina Olowska  06/07

394 Alison Knowles   09/07

396 Rosalind Nashashibi  10/07

398 Paweł Althamer  11/07
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 BEST OF 2007 FILM 
401 John Waters 
402 Amy Taubin 
403 James Quandt 
404 Chrissie Iles 
405 T. J. Wilcox

 BEST OF 2007 MUSIC 
406 David Byrne 
407 Marissa Nadler 
408  Alex Waterman 
409 Julian House

410 BEST OF 2007 

412 Lynne Cooke

414 Daniel Birnbaum

416 Okwui Enwezor

418 Ann Goldstein

420 John Kelsey

422 Claire Bishop

424 Jessica Morgan

426 Matthew Higgs

428 Jack Bankowsky

430 Ali Subotnick

432 Tom Vanderbilt

434 Marta Kuzma

436 2008
437 Heather Rowe  01/08

439 Raqs Media Collective   02/08

441  Nick Mauss  
 Ken Okiishi  03/08   
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Clockwise from top
“Real Life Rock”

ArtForum, November
1990. Zone, vols. 1-6,

1986-92. Madonna,
“Live to Tell” (Sire

Records, 1986)

A TOP TEN COLUMN IS ABOUT ITEMS THAT ARE AD ODD AS THEY ARE ENTER- 
TAINING. IT’S IN THE ODDITY THAT THE CRITICAL PURCHASE COMES. IT’S 
IN THE ENTERTAINMENT THAT THE GROUNDWORK FOR CRITICISM EXISTS.

1997
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1998
31   Andrew Hultkrans  03/98

32   Thomas Frank  04/98  

33   Jake and Dinos Chapman  05/98

34   Peter Halley  06/98   

35   Karen Kilimnik  09/98  

36   John Waters  10/98  

37   Jim Shaw  11/98  

 12/98 

38   BEST OF 1998    

40   Dave Hickey  

42   Lisa Liebmann  

44  Peter Plagens

46   Wayne Koestenbaum  

48   Robert Rosenblum  

50   A.M. Homes  

52   Mayer Rus  

54 Ronald Jones

56   Thomas Frank  

58   Louisa Buck  

60   Diedrich Diederichsen  

62   David Rimanelli  
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London-based ar tist
duo Jake and Dinos
Chapman exhibit regu-
larly at the Victoria
Miro Galler y. Their work
was recently featured
in “Sensation: Young
British Ar tists from the
Saatchi Collection”
at the Royal Academy 
of Ar ts.

Thomas Frank is a
contributing repor ter to
the Washington Post,
The Nation, and In These
Times, and editor-in-chief
of The Baffler. His most
recent book is The Con-
quest of Cool (University
of Chicago Press, 1997).
Photo: Andy Gregg
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Karen Kilimnik is a
Philadelphia-based ar tist
represented by 303 
Galler y in New York. Her
work was most recently 
seen in a solo exhibition
at the Kunsthalle Zürich,
with a catalogue copub-
lished by Edition Patrick
Frey. 

Peter Halley is an ar tist
and publisher of Index
magazine. A retrospective
of his work, “Peter Halley:
Painting as Sociogram,
1981-1987,” was 
recently held at the 
Kitakyushu Municipal
Museum in Japan. His
prints were recently on
view in “New Concepts
in Printmaking I” at the 
Museum of Modern Ar t
in New York.
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Jim Shaw is a Los Angeles-
based ar tist represented by
Metro Pictures in New York.
A collection of his drawings,
Dreams, was published in
1995 (Smar t Ar t Press). In
addition to his work as an
ar tist, he served as the ani-
mation director for Night-
mare on Elm Street 4, in
which he also played the 
par t of a teenage soul 
escaping from the neck of
the just decapitated Freddy
Krueger (pictured above).
Photo: Justin Klarenbeck.

John Waters is a filmmaker
and ar tist who divides his
time between Baltimore and
New York. His film Pecker
opened nationwide in Sep-
tember. His photographs
were recently published in 
John Waters: Director’s Cut
(Scalo). Photo: Greg Gorman.
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Peter Saul, Art Critics Really Hurt, 1997,
acrylic, india ink, and colored pencil on paper, 23 x 29”.
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1999
65   Jeffrey Vallance  01/99  

66   Darius James  02/99  

67   Elizabeth Peyton  03/99  

68   Jim Isermann  04/99  

69   Georgina Starr  05/99    

70   Bruce Wagner  06/99    

71   Art Club 2000  10/99    

72   France Stark  11/99    

 12/99 

74 BEST OF THE ’90s  

76   Dave Hickey

78   Daniel Birnbaum

80   FILM  
 Gary Indiana 
 Susan Sontag 
 Christopher Münch 
 J. Hoberman 
 Howard Hampton

82   Robert Rosenblum

84   Jan Avgikos

86   David Rimanelli

88   Peter Plagens

90   MUSIC  
 Dennis Cooper 
 Christina Kelly 
 Diedrich Diederichsen 
 Simon Reynolds 
 Stephen Prina

92   Carol Squiers

94   Bruce Hainley

96   Dan Cameron

98     Boris Groys
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Jim Isermann (seated
above in a Panton chair) is
an artist based in Southern
California. He is repre-
sented by Richard Telles
Fine Art in Los Angeles
and feature in New York.
“Fifteen,” a major survey
of his work, opens at the 
Santa Monica Museum 
of Art on April1.
Photo: Fredrik Nilsen
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Bruce Wagner is a novelist 
living in Los Angeles. The
!lm version of his book
I’m Losing You, which he 
directed, will be released
this fall.

Art Club 2000 is a six-
member collaborative,
formed in 1992 in cooper-
ation with gallery owner
Colin de Land. Their sev-
enth annual exhibition at
American Fine Arts Co.,
entitled “1999,” was 
held this May. Billed as
a “retrodisrespective,”
“1999” featured selected 
works from the group’s 
previous shows: “Night
of the Living Dead Author,”
“1970,” “SoHo So
Long,” “Night in the City,”
“Clear,” and “Commingle.”
Photo: Patterson Beckwith
and Alex Bag.
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Frances Stark is an artist
and writer who live sin
Los Angeles. Hew work is
on view in LA at Marc Foxx
(through November 13) and 
China Art Objects (Nov. 11-
Nov. 26). She is the author,
most recently, of The
Architect & the Housewife
(Bookworks, London).
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Best of the ’90s: Film
CINDY SHERMAN, artist: Thomas Vinterberg’s brilliant
The Celebration (1998) is especially important because it signals
the future of the medium, away from Hollywood’s excesses.

JOHN WATERS, !lmmaker: During the 1994 Cannes Film
Festival I was sick in bed with the "u on the night Pulp Fiction pre-
miered. Suddenly, from blocks away I heard the most stupendous
roar of approval from the opening-night audience. I was so pissed
to have missed the night Quentin Tarantino became an instant
cinematic icon. But once I saw the movie I knew he deserved it.
I guess you could call me a Quentin-hag.

KIMBERLY PIERCE, !lmmaker (Boys Don’t Cry): Zhang Yimou’s
Raise the Red Lantern (1991). I loved the !lm’s reds, the scene at dawn 
in the courtyard lit with Chinese lanterns--and I fell in love with Gong Li.

DOUG AITKEN, artist: Jafar Panahi’s The White Baloon (1995).
I liked this Iranian !lm’s directness, which is especially pleasurable
given the intense indirection of most contemporary art.

RICHARD PRICE, novelist/screenwriter (Clockers): Carl
Franklin’s One False Move (1991). Clean and sharp, it was a per-
fect throwback to the double-bill !lms of the ‘40s. An interracial
balancing act of compassion and intimacy, with a thriller’s sense
of the inexorability of violence.

BELL HOOKS, social theorist: Ma vie en rose. For me, Alain
Berliner’s 1997 !lm expresses the intense anxiety we have about 
difference--in this case, a boy’s sexual difference. 

KAREN COOPER, director of Film Forum: Matthew Barney’s 
“Cremaster” series (1995-). The !lms’ dense, erotically charged,
mythopoeic imagery updates C.S. Lewis’s vision, moving some-
place obscure and dangerous, a world beyond good and evil.

DAVID SALLE, artist: Happy Together (1997) by Wong Kar-wai.
The !rst !lm in the ‘90s to remind you of watching Godard.

JONATHAN ROSENBAUM, !lm critic: Abbas Kiarostami’s Life,
and Nothing More (1991), A Taste of Cherry (1997), and The Wind
Will Carry Us (1999). Three prodigiously beautiful features that
rede!ne cinematic economy--in several different ways at once.

RICHARD FLOOD, curator: Safe (Todd Haynes, 1995) and The
Rapture (Michael Tolkin, 1991). Afraid of engaging with the everyday,
both protagonists cocooned themselves, in !lms diagnosing ailments
so symptomatic of the ‘90s: anomie and loss of physical and spiritual 
stimulus. I love The Rapture’s Mimi Rodgers: She survived Tom
Cruise, after all.    --Compiled by Alissa Quart

80 TOP TEN

Opposite page, left to right:
Todd Solondz, Happiness,

1998, still from a color
!lm in 35 mm, 134

minutes. Lars von Trier and
Morten Arnfred,

The Kingdom, 1994, still
from a television miniseries,

280 minutes. Wong
Kar-wai, Fallen Angels,
1995, still from a color

!lm in 35 mm, 90 minutes.
Todd Haynes, Safe, 1995,

still from a color !lm in
35 mm, 119 minutes.

This page, left to right:
Terrence Malick, The Thin
Red Line, 1998, still from 

a color !lm in 35 mm,
180 minutes. Mike Leigh,
Naked, 1993, still from a
color !lm in 35 mm, 131
minutes. Zhang Yimou,
Raise the Red Lantern,

1991, still from a color !lm
in 35 mm, 123 minutes.

Olivier Assayas, Irma Vep,
1996, still from a color !lm

in 35 mm, 97 minutes.
David Cronenberg, Crash,

1996, still from a color !lm
in 35 mm, 100 minutes.
Quentin Tarantino, Pulp
Fiction, 1994, still from

a color !lm in 35 mm,
154 minutes.
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Best of the ’90s: Music
CHRISTIAN MARCLAY, artist: Driving across Europe with only one
cassette, I never tired of MC Solaar’s Paradisiaque, a dazzling cross-
cultural mix between American rap and chanson française--skillful
worldplay in the tradition of Marcel Duchamp and Serge Gainsbourg.

BEN RATLIFF, music critic, New York Times: I’ve been amazed
by Caetano Veloso’s records--he is the avatar of a universal artist in 
pop music: a musician who studies and protects the cultural tradi-
tions of the New World, then generously expand them.

ELIZABETH PEYTON, artist: Nirvana.

BARBARA KRUGER, artist: There is no best of--just a bunch of
white guys busy soldering the rusty remains of heavy metal onto the
bro’s syncopated tall tales while baby-got-back rattles her tail. Happy
New Year.

WOLFGANG TILLMANS, artist: For me, Moby provided the sound
track to my ‘90s; obviously I have other favorites, but no other musi-
cian from Go to Play touched me so consistently.

TOURÉ, author: Since the day I got the advance of D’Angelo’s 
Voodoo, I have not made love to anything else.

JIM O’ROURKE, musician: Tony Conrad’s reemergence not only
brought a completely revolutionary prespective to the music “materials”
and !lm, but dynamited the high-low/artist-audience hierarchy that
had separated “art music” from the punk-rock “aesthetic” I grew up
with. He’s the kind of visionary who clears up your cloudy eyes, and
when you can see again, it’s not a backlit icon, but the whole damn sky.

DAVID TOOP, musician/author: KLF’s Chill Out shocked me
because a successful, chart-topping band released a record that
helped open the door to other, more experimental projects. 

STEVEN PARRINO, artist: A vote for hardcore heaviness in
Agnostic Front, Last Warning, and Poison Idea, Pig’s Last Stand, 
and a vote for rock experimentation: Royal Trux and the Melvins
(anything they do). 

JUTTA KOETHER, artist: Oh, there was a musical turn that messed
with my painting and my perspective: NY Rave (Disco 2000 at
Limelight), Blumfeld, Hildegard von Bingen, Tom Verlaine’s “Soul
Freedom 2000” (live at Tramps in ‘96), Tilt by Scott Walker, Gummo 
(soundtrack), my “Diadal” experience, Millie Jackson’s Totally
Unrestricted! From there on, it’s all for the love of disorder: Outer
Music, Outer Art.   —compiled Emily Erickson
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2000
101 Rob Pruitt  02/00

102 David Robbins  03/00  

103 Dave Eggers  04/00  

104 Anna Gaskell  06/00  

105 Nayland Blake  09/00  

106 John Tremblay  10/00  

107 Richard Hawkins  11/00  
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108 BEST OF 2000 FILM 
 John Waters 
 Susan Sontag 
 Ian Birnie 
 Kent Jones

110  BEST OF 2000

112 Arthur C. Danto

114 James Meyer

116 Katie Siegel

118 Glenn O’Brien

120 David Rimanelli

122 Ralph Rugoff

124 Robert Rosenblum

126 Daniel Birnbaum

128 Wayne Koestenbaum

130 Vince Aletti

132 Bruce Hainley

134 Lisa Liebmann

136 Dennis Cooper
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Best of 2000:Film

12/9712/00
12/97

DAVID BORDWELL, !lm historian: The Mission marks a new high
for the enterprising Hong Kong director Johnnie To, who once again 
pumps fresh life into the noir thriller. Running Kitano and Melville
through a Hong Kong blender, The Mission is a triumph of abstract
style, dark humor, and daringly fractured plotting.

J. HOBERMAN, critic: The year’s best unreleased !lm (and the
strongest Chinese movie in a decade), Jia Zhang Je’s concrete but
elliptical, superbly detached three-hour epic mediates on the muta-
tion of the propaganda-performing Fenyang Peasant Culture Group
into the equally cheesy All Star Rock and Breakdance Electronic 
Band: Platform is Pop art as history.

BARBARA KRUGER, artist: Bamboozled is Spike Lee’s latest
reckoning with the impossibilities of race in America. Despite an 
ungood performance by Damon Wayans, this powerful satire is
loaded with the gorgeously potent musical numbers. Lee again proves 
himself a compelling artist, bravely grappling with the stuff that 
counts. Let’s hope his dedication to Budd Schulberg is kind of ironic.

RICHARD FLOOD, curator: Pola X by Leos Carax. Beautiful blond
boy with beautiful blond mother and beautiful blond !ancée meets
beautiful brunette who turns out to be a metaphor for Eastern Europe
and, just maybe, his sister. A totally insane, brilliant, stupid !lm by 
an unquestionable auteur. 

SHARON LOCKHARD, artist: What could be better than watching
members of the French Foreign Legion hang laundry, iron uniforms, 
and do calisthenics in unison? Agnes Godard’s lush cinematography  
and the mixture of music, silence, and abstract narrative make
Claire Denis’s Beau Travail a !lm you could watch over and over. 

PAUL PFEIFFER, artist: Tarsem Singh’s The Cell. Cinematically
unremarkable, visually mind-blowing--an indication that !lm
aesthetics and storytelling have !nally given way to pure visual inten-
sity. It’s not the movies anymore, but a cross between MTV, a thrill
ride, and computer-simulated warfare.

HOWARD HAMPTON, critic: The pleasures of Almost Famous
aren’t narrative but lie in Cameron Crowe’s devotion to the look and
feel of the past, how people moved and performed self-creation, with 
“Every Picture Tells a Story” as the era’s Rosetta Stone.

PIPILOTTI RIST, artist: My favorite American !lm so far this year is
So!a Coppola’s The Virgin Suicides. A glorious, illogical, and emo-
tional fairy tale with good cinematography and wonderful music by Air.

JEM COHEN, !lmmaker: Three superb short documentaries: 
Best in Beef (Rob Smits and Britta Hosman), about a modern
slaughterhouse; my brother’s Fire of Time (Adam Cohen), on the 
demise of a Barcelona neighborhood; and The March (Abraham 
Ravett), about his mother’s experience leaving Auschwitz.

PETER BOWEN, critic: In this election year, David Gordon Green’s 
George Washington, a quirky drama of growing up in North Carolina,
gives me hope for this country--or, at least, for American inde-
pendent !lm.    — Compiled by Elizabeth Horwitz
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2001
139 Gary Indiana  01/01  

140 Bob Nickas  02/01  

141 Charles Long  03/01  

142 Inez van Lamsweerde  04/01  

143 Andrea Bowers  05/01  

144 Matthew Higgs  06/01  

145 Lisa Ruyter  09/01  

146 Marcel Dzama  10/01  

147 Richard Phillips  11/01  

 12/01

148 BEST OF 2001 FILM  
 John Waters 
 Ian Birnie 
 Kent Jones 
 Susan Sontag 
 Guy Maddin

150 BEST OF 2001 MUSIC  
 Bob Nickas 
 Rachel Greene 
 Dennis Cooper 
 Ben Ratliff 
 D. Strauss

152 BEST OF 2000

154 Vince Aletti

156 Kate Bush

158 Lisa Liebmann

160 Daniel Birnbaum

162 Robert Rosenblum

164 Philip Nobel

166 Bruce Hainley

168 James Meyer

170 Katy Siegel

172 David Rimanelli

01/01138 TOP TEN



140 TOP TEN TOP TEN 14103/0102/01

Above: Kathy Butterly,
Tea Bagger, 1999,
glazed porcelain and
earthenware, 5¼ x 3½”
Left: Black Box
Recorder, England
Made Me, 1997,
compact disc, Chrysalis.



142 TOP TEN TOP TEN 14305/0104/01



144 TOP TEN TOP TEN 14509/0106/01



146 TOP TEN TOP TEN 14711/0110/01



148 TOP TEN TOP TEN 14912/0112/01



150 TOP TEN TOP TEN 15112/0112/01

From top, left to right:
Joe Lovano. Photo: 
Tom LeGoff. LiLiPUT.
Pinback. Le Tigre. Neu.
Boredoms. Mouse on
Mars. Photo: Rosa Barba.
The Moldy Peaches



152 TOP TEN TOP TEN 15312/0112/01



154 TOP TEN TOP TEN 15512/0112/01



156 TOP TEN TOP TEN 15712/0112/01



158 TOP TEN TOP TEN 15912/0112/01



160 TOP TEN TOP TEN 16112/01

10

3

7

12/01

Daniel Birnbaum, a contrib-
uting editor of Artforum, is
director of the Städelschule
art academy and the 
Portikus gallery in Frankfurt.

1. Dominique Gonzalez-
Foerster, Riyo, 1999, still
from a color !lm in 35 mm,
10 minutes. 3. Olafur
Eliasson, The Drop Factory,
2000, fountain, scaffolding
and mirror plate. 18 x 33’.
4. Luc Tuymans, Lumumba,
2000, oil on canvas, 24 3/8 x
18 1/2”. 5. Carsten Höller,
Light Corner, 2001, light
bulbs and acryllic on !ber-
board, 12’ 9 1/2” x 35’ 2”
x 28 1/2”. 6. Yayoi Kusama,
Endless Neverless Show,
2001, mirrors and plastic
mirror balls. Installation
view. Yokohama Triennale.
7. Mauricio Cattelan,
Untitled, 2001, mixed
media, 12 9/16 x 8 1/16 x 8 5/8”.
8. Jonas Dahlberg, Untitled
(Horizontal Sliding/
Vertical Sliding), 2001,
two black-and-white video
projections, each 40 min- 
utes. Intallation view, 
Milch, London. 9. Tacita
Dean, Sound Mirrors, 1999,
production still from a black-
and-white !lm in 16 mm
7 minutes. 10. Jun Nguyen-
Hatsushiba, Memorial
Project Nha Trang,
Vietnam--Towards the
Complex–For the 
Courageous, the Curious
and the Cowards, 
2001, 12-minute color
video. Installation view,
Yokohama Triennale.



162 TOP TEN TOP TEN 16312/0112/01



164 TOP TEN TOP TEN 16512/0112/01



166 TOP TEN TOP TEN 16712/0112/01



168 TOP TEN TOP TEN 16912/0112/01



170 TOP TEN TOP TEN 17112/0112/01



172 TOP TEN TOP TEN 17312/0112/01



TOP TEN 175

TOPTEN

2002
175  David Byrne  01/02  

176  Laurie Simmons  02/02  

177  Toby Webster  03/02  

178  Charlie Kaufman 04/02  

179  Steve Lafreniere  05/02 

180  Force!eld  06/02  

181  AA Bronson  09/02  

182  Roe Ethridge  10/02  

183  Sam Durant  11/02 

 12/02

185  BEST OF 2002 FILM  
 John Waters 

 David Bordwell 
 Amy Taubin 
 Ian Birnie 
 Chrissie Iles

188  BEST OF 2002 MUSIC  
 Dennis Cooper 
 Ben Ratliff 
 Andrew Hultkrans 
 Clive Bell 
 Steve Lafreniere

190  BEST OF 2002

192  Lisa Liebmann

194  Matthew Higgs

196  Vince Aletti

198  Robert Rosenblum

200  Bob Nickas

202  Daniel Birnbaum

204  Kate Bush

206  Philip Nobel

208  Tom Holert

210  Katy Siegel

212  Bruce Hainley

01/02174 TOP TEN



176 TOP TEN TOP TEN 17703/0202/02



178 TOP TEN TOP TEN 17905/0204/02



180 TOP TEN TOP TEN 18109/0206/02

Below: Wolfgang
Tillmans, AA
Breakfast, 1995, color
photograph, 12 x 16”.
Right: “Same
Difference.” Installa-
tion view, Ydessa
Hendeles Foundation,
Toronto, 2002.



182 TOP TEN TOP TEN 18311/0210/02

Paul Outerbridge
at the Laguna Beach

Art Fair, ca. 1951.

Stephen Prina
performing “Sonic

Dan” for the “Sound” 
series at the Schindler

House, Los Angeles,
August 25, 2001.

Photo: Cindy Bernard.



184 TOP TEN TOP TEN 18512/0212/02

Spread from left: Alexander Sokurov,
Russian Ark. Michael Haneke The Piano
Teacher. Toe Yuen. My Life as McDull,
Jeong Jae-eun. Take Care of my Cat.
Jean-Luc Godard, In Praise of Love. Michael
Snow. *Corpus Callosum. Gus Van Sant.
Gerry. Paul Sietsema, Empire. 



186 TOP TEN TOP TEN 18712/0212/02



188 TOP TEN TOP TEN 18912/0212/02

Spread, from left: Interpol, Abbey Lincoln.
Steve Coleman. Wire. Mark Ribot. Super
Furry Animals, The Breeders. Talk (from
The Best Bootlegs in the World Ever).
Radar Brothers. Linda Thompson.



190 TOP TEN TOP TEN 19112/0212/02



192 TOP TEN TOP TEN 19312/0212/02



194 TOP TEN TOP TEN 19512/0212/02



196 TOP TEN TOP TEN 19712/0212/02



198 TOP TEN TOP TEN 19912/0212/02



200 TOP TEN TOP TEN 20112/0212/02



202 TOP TEN TOP TEN 20312/0212/02



204 TOP TEN TOP TEN 20512/0212/02



206 TOP TEN TOP TEN 20712/0212/02



208 TOP TEN TOP TEN 20912/0212/02



210 TOP TEN TOP TEN 21112/0212/02



212 TOP TEN TOP TEN 21312/0212/02



214 TOP TEN TOP TEN 215

TOPTEN

2003
215 Delia Brown  01/03  

216 Jason Middlebrook  02/03  

217 Guy Richards Smit  05/03  

218 Dave Muller  06/03  

219 Daniela Rossell  09/03  

220 Olav Westphalen  10/03  

221 Amy Sillman  11/03  

 12/03

223 BEST OF 2003 MUSIC  
 Christoph Cox 
 Christian Marclay 
 Laura Cantrell 
 Ben Ratliff 
 Dennis Cooper

226 BEST OF 2003 FILM 
 John Waters 
 Amy Taubin 
 Geoffrey O’Brien 
 James Quandt 
 Stephanie Zacharek

228 BEST OF 2003

230 David Rimanelli

232 Kate Bush

234 Robert Rosenblum

236 Chrissie Iles

238 Daniel Birnbaum

240 Thelma Golden

242 Pamela M. Lee

244 Tom Vanderbilt

246 Isabelle Graw

248 Martin Herbert

250 Bruce Hainley 

01/03214 TOP TEN



216 TOP TEN TOP TEN 21705/0302/03

Michael Smith and
Joshua White,

The Quinquag Arts
and Wellness Centre

touring exhibition:
Artistic and Personal

Growth in the Catskills
Region, 2001. Installa-

tion view, Christine
Burgin Gallery, New York.

Photo: Stanly Schnier.



218 TOP TEN TOP TEN 21909/0306/03

The Voluptious Horror
Of Karen Black

(Alice Moy, Bijoux
Altamirano, and
Kembra Pfahler)

Photo: Rosalie Knox.



220 TOP TEN TOP TEN 22111/0310/03

Clockwise from far left:
Stephan von Huene, 
Blaue Bücher (Blue
Books), 1997, drums,
shelves, slide projec-
tors, loudspeaker,
computer, and com-
pressor, 61 3/8 x 70 x
81 7/8”. Ali G. Photo:
Oliver Upton. Bada
Shanren, Moon
And Watermelon,
1689, ink on paper,
29 x 17 ¾”.



222 TOP TEN TOP TEN 22312/0312/03

This page, from left: Rechenzentrum, DJ Olive.
New Pornographers, Outkast. Butch Morris.
Page 28, from left: Gillian Welch. Keith Rowe,
Thomas Lahn, and Marcus Schmickler. Teenage
Fanclub. Marina Rosenfeld. Pharoah Sanders
and Kenny Garrett Quintet.



224 TOP TEN TOP TEN 22512/0312/03



226 TOP TEN TOP TEN 22712/03vw12/03



TOP TEN 22912/03228 TOP TEN 12/03

Olafur Eliasson, The Weather Project, 2003.
Installation view, Tate Modern, London.

What were the brightest lights during the past year in art?
We asked eleven of our regular contributors to take a look back.



230 TOP TEN TOP TEN 23112/0312/03



232 TOP TEN TOP TEN 23312/0312/03



234 TOP TEN TOP TEN 23512/0312/03



236 TOP TEN TOP TEN 23712/0312/03



238 TOP TEN TOP TEN 23912/0312/03



240 TOP TEN TOP TEN 24112/0312/03



242 TOP TEN TOP TEN 24312/0312/03



244 TOP TEN TOP TEN 24512/0312/03



246 TOP TEN TOP TEN 24712/0312/03



248 TOP TEN TOP TEN 24912/0312/03



250 TOP TEN TOP TEN 25112/0312/03



252 TOP TEN TOP TEN 253

TOPTEN

2004
253 Banks Violette  01/04

254 Kori Newkirk  02/04

255 Trisha Donnelly  03/04

256 Kelley Walker  04/04

257 Miranda July  05/04

258 Lucy McKenzie  06/04

259 Choire Sicha  09/04

260 Alix Lambert  11/04

 12/03

 BEST OF 2004 FILM 
262 John Waters 
263 Amy Taubin 
264 James Quandt 
265 Chrissie Iles 
266 Jonathan Romney

 BEST OF 2004 MUSIC 
267 Christoph Cox 
268 Marina Rosenfeld 
269 Arto Lindsay 
270 Johanna Fateman 
271 Dennis Cooper 
273 Alison M. Gingeras

272 BEST OF 2004 

276 David Rimanelli

278 Matthew Higgs

280 Lynne Cooke

282 Daniel Birnbaum

284 Jack Bankowsky

286 Bruce Hainley

288 Thelma Golden

290 Paul Schimmel

292 Tom Vanderbilt

294 Pamela M. Lee

296 Hamza Walker

298 Robert Rosenblum

01/04252 TOP TEN



254 TOP TEN TOP TEN 25503/0402/04



256 TOP TEN TOP TEN 25705/0404/04



258 TOP TEN TOP TEN 25909/0406/04



260 TOP TEN 11/04



262 TOP TEN TOP TEN 263

JOHN WATERS AMY TAUBIN

12/0412/04



264 TOP TEN TOP TEN 265

JAMES QUANDT

CHRISSIE ILES

12/0412/04



266 TOP TEN TOP TEN 267

CHRISTOPH COX

JONATHAN ROMNEY

12/0412/04



268 TOP TEN TOP TEN 269

ARTO LINDSAY

MARINA ROSENFELD

12/0412/04



270 TOP TEN TOP TEN 271

JOHANNA FATEMAN

DENNIS COOPER

12/0412/04



13 CRITICS 
AND 

CURATORS 
LOOK 

AT THE 
YEAR 

IN ART

BEST OF 2004



274 TOP TEN TOP TEN 27512/0412/04



276 TOP TEN TOP TEN 27712/0412/04



278 TOP TEN TOP TEN 27912/0412/04



280 TOP TEN TOP TEN 28112/0412/04



282 TOP TEN TOP TEN 28312/0412/04



284 TOP TEN TOP TEN 28512/0412/04



286 TOP TEN TOP TEN 28712/0412/04



288 TOP TEN TOP TEN 28912/0412/04



290 TOP TEN TOP TEN 29112/0412/04



292 TOP TEN TOP TEN 29312/0412/04



294 TOP TEN TOP TEN 29512/0412/04



296 TOP TEN TOP TEN 29712/0412/04



298 TOP TEN TOP TEN 29912/0412/04



300 TOP TEN TOP TEN 301

TOPTEN

2005
301 Lizzi Bougatsos  01/05

302 Loren Goodman  02/05

303 Tomas Saraceno  03/05

304 Josephine Meckseper  05/05

305 Donald Urquhart  09/05

306 Cathy Wilkes  10/05

307 David Adjaye  11/05

 12/05

 BEST OF 2005 FILM 
308 John Waters  
309 Amy Taubin  
310 James Quandt  
311 Chrissie Iles  
312 Isaac Julien 

 BEST OF 2005 MUSIC 
313 Dennis Cooper  
314 Stephen Vitiello  
315 Christoph Cox  
316 Susie Ibarra  
317 Debra Singer

318 BEST OF 2005 

320 Robert Storr  

322 Alison M. Gingeras 

324 Ann Goldstein 

326 Martin Herbert 

328 Thelma Golden 

330 John Kelsey 

332 Robert Rosenblum 

334 Isabelle Graw 

336 Matthew Higgs 

338 Daniel Birnbaum 

340 Jack Bankowsky 

01/05300 TOP TEN



302 TOP TEN TOP TEN 30303/0502/05



304 TOP TEN TOP TEN 30509/0505/05



306 TOP TEN TOP TEN 30711/0510/05



308 TOP TEN TOP TEN 30912/0512/05



310 TOP TEN TOP TEN 31112/0512/05



312 TOP TEN TOP TEN 31312/0512/05



314 TOP TEN TOP TEN 31512/0512/05



316 TOP TEN TOP TEN 31712/0512/05



318 TOP TEN TOP TEN 31912/0512/05

ROBERT STORR, ALISON M. GINGERAS, ANN GOLDSTEIN, MARTIN HERBERT, THELMA GOLDEN, JOHN KELSEY, 
ROBERT ROSENBLUM, ISABELLE GRAW, MATTHEW HIGGS, DANIEL BIRNBAUM, JACK BANKOWSKY.

Paul McCarthy, Flowers, 2005. Installation view exterior Haus der Kunst.



320 TOP TEN TOP TEN 32112/0512/05



322 TOP TEN TOP TEN 32312/0512/05



324 TOP TEN TOP TEN 32512/0512/05



326 TOP TEN TOP TEN 32712/0512/05

8

9

10

9

7

2

8

6

10

5

3 4

1



328 TOP TEN TOP TEN 32912/0512/05

1

3

37

5 10

62

8

49



330 TOP TEN TOP TEN 33112/0512/05

2

3

7

1

10

8

5 4

6



332 TOP TEN TOP TEN 33312/0512/05

2

6

8 5 4

3

7

1

10

9



334 TOP TEN TOP TEN 33512/0512/05

4 1 10

68

3

2

7 9 5



336 TOP TEN TOP TEN 33712/0512/05

5

9

3 10

2

4

8

6 7

1



338 TOP TEN TOP TEN 33912/0512/05

3 4

5810

9

2

1

6

7



340 TOP TEN TOP TEN 34112/0512/05

2 2 6

68

5

9

4

3

10



342 TOP TEN TOP TEN 343

TOPTEN

2006
343 Paola Pivi  01/06  

344 Matt Keegan  02/06  

345 Brendan Fowler  03/06  

346 Olivia Plender  04/06  

347 Friedrich Kunath  05/06  

348 Monsieur Chat  06/06  

349 Matias Faldbakken  09/06  

350 Aleksandra Mir  10/06  

351 Fia Bakström  11/06  

 12/06

 BEST OF 2006 FILM 
352 John Waters 
353 Amy Taubin 
354 James Quandt  
355 Barbara London 
356 Jonathan Romney 
 BEST OF 2006 MUSIC 
357 Matmos  
358 Christina Kubisch  
359 Wendy Fonarow  
360 Kode9  
361 Iain Forsyth 
 Jane Pollard 
362 BEST OF 2006 

364 Daniel Birnbaum 
366 Chrissie Iles 
368 David Rimanelli 
370 Jessica Morgan 
372 Mike Kelley 
374 Elizabeth Schambelan 
376 Francesco Bonami 
378 Thomas Lawson 
380 Alison M. Gineras 
382 Okwui Enwezor 
384 Rita Kersting 

01/06342 TOP TEN



344 TOP TEN TOP TEN 34503/0602/06



346 TOP TEN TOP TEN 34705/0604/06



348 TOP TEN TOP TEN 34909/0606/06



350 TOP TEN TOP TEN 35111/0610/06



352 TOP TEN TOP TEN 35312/0612/06



354 TOP TEN TOP TEN 35512/0612/06



356 TOP TEN TOP TEN 35712/0612/06



358 TOP TEN TOP TEN 35912/0612/06



360 TOP TEN TOP TEN 36112/0612/06



362 TOP TEN 12/06

Robert Rauschenberg, Charlene (detail), 1954, oil,
charcoal, paper, fabric, newspaper, wood, plastic,
mirror, and metal on four Homasote panels mounted
on wood with electric light. 89 x 112 x 3 1/2".

TOP TEN 36312/06



364 TOP TEN TOP TEN 36512/0612/06

Cerith Wyn Evans

“The Vicious Circle”

 “Dada”

Wade Guyton, “Color, Power &

Michael S. Riedel, Tirala

Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster, 

Carl Michael von Hausswolff

Jacques Ranciére, The Politics of 

“Fischli & Weiss: Questions & 
Flowers. A Retrospective”

Aesthetics (paperback)

Yang Fudong, Seven Intellectuals
in Bamboo Forest: Part 3

Style”

Parc Central



366 TOP TEN TOP TEN 36712/0612/06

“The Secret Public: The Last Days

“Fast and Loose (My Dead

 “Allan Kaprow: Art as Life”

Cerith Wyn Evans, “take my eyes

“Mel Bochner: Language,
1966-2006 (Art Institute of Chicago)
and 0 to 9: The Complete Magazine,
1967-1969, edited by Vito Acconci
and Bernadette Mayer (Ugly Duckling

and through them see you”

“Polke--Bernstein--Amber”
“Jürgen Klauke: Works from the

Douglas Gordon and Philippe
Parreno, Zidane, A 21st Century
Portrait

Early ’70s”

Gallery”

of the British Underground 1978-88”

The Wrong Gallery

Stuart Comer at Tate Modern and
Ian White at the Whitechapel Art Gallery,
London



368 TOP TEN 12/06

Matthew Barney

Hanna Liden

Nate Lowman

Adam McEwan

Sayn-Wittgenstein Collection:
Photographs by Princess Marianne
Sayn-Wittgenstein-Sayn (teNeues)

Brice Marden

Mike Kelley

Park Chan-wook, Lady Vengeance

Tony Oursler

Christopher Williams



370 TOP TEN 12/06

Mario Ybarra Jr.

Stéphanie Moisdon, “L’École de

Christopher Williams

Zhang Dali 

Simryn Gill

Doris Salcedo

Annete Kelm

Tino Sehgal

Pawel AlthamerDominique Gonzalez-Foerster

Stéphanie”



372 TOP TEN TOP TEN 37312/0612/06

“The Perfect Medium: Matt Mullican, “Five Suitcases Cameron Jamie Tony Oursler, “Spaced”

“Undercover Surrealism:
Picasso, Miró, Masson and the
Vision of Georges Bataille”

Pere Ubu

of Love, Truth, Work and Beauty”

Monica Bonvicini, “Not for

Roscoe Mitchel and Joseph

Jarman

You”

“Hans Bellmer: Anatomie du 

“Francais Picablia: Drawings”

désir

Photography of the Occult”



374 TOP TEN 12/06

“Dada”

“Make Your Own Life: Artists
Artists in dark times

Seth Price, Untitled Film, Right

Kalup Linzy, Conversations wit de
Churen V: As da Art World Might Turn

Political burlesque verité

Jeff Koon’s Black Monday

Productive failure

In & Out of Cologne”

“Lee Lozano: Win !rst
Don’t Last Win Last Don’t Care”
(Kunsthalle Basel) and Dorothy
Iannone



376 TOP TEN TOP TEN 37712/0612/06

“Fischli & Weiss: Flowers & Ques-

Oriana Fallaci Maureen Gallace

Kim Christensen’s article “Painter

HOLA (Heather Flood and
Jeffrey Inaba, with Jeffrey Johnson of SLAB)

Said to Be Focus on FBI Probe”

Piotr Uklański, Summer Love

Herzog & de Meuron, “Perception
Restrained”

Etta Etrog’s studio near Bucharest,
Romania

“Frederic Church, Winslow Homer, 

Thomas Hirschorn, “Super!cial
Engagement”

and Thomas Moran: Tourism and the
American Landscape”

tions. A Retrospective”



378 TOP TEN 12/06

Ian Hamilton Finlay, Little Sparta

Monique Prieto, “A Great Stink of

“Nothing is Neutral: Andrea Bowers”

Samuel Beckett: Eh Joe, adapted by

Joan Jonas, The Shape, the Scent,

Farrow & Ball

the Feel of Things

James Benning, Casting a Glance

Rodney McMillian

(work in progress)

Atom Egoyan for the Gate Theatre, Dublin

Neil Young
 “Gustav Klimt: Five Paintings From

the Collection of Ferdinand and Adele
Bloch-Bauer”

Burning but No Smoke”



380 TOP TEN TOP TEN 38112/0612/06

Charles Ray’s “A Four dimensional

David Hammons

“Lucio Fontana: Venice/New York”

“Yves Klein: Corps, couleur,

Mike Kelley, “Day is Done”

Sophie Calle

Collecting Contemporary,
Adam Lindermann

“Voyage(s) en utopie, Jean-Luc
Godard, 1946-2006: à la recherche d’un
théorème perdu”

Immatériel”

John Currin

Ashley Bickerton

being writes poetry on a !eld with
sculptures”



382 TOP TEN TOP TEN 38312/0612/06

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Half of a 

“Fischli & Weiss: Flowers & Questions.

“David Hammons: The Unauthorized

4th Berlin Biennial for Contemporary

Emergency Biennale in Chechnya

The United Nations General

Assembly

Art, “Of Mice and Men”

Retrospective”

Keith Olbermann’s “Worst Person

“Robert Rauschenberg: Combines”

Olbermann
in the World,” Countdown with Keith

A Retrospective”

Luc Tuymans, Alarm

“Tropicália: A Revolution in Brazilian
Culture”

Yellow Sun



384 TOP TEN 12/06

Thomas Hirschorn: Altar for Ingeborg

John Stezaker

“Lothar Baumgarten: Imago Mundi”

Martin Kippenberger

Joseph Beuys, Block Beuys

Tino Sehgal, The Kiss

Isa Genzken

Monika Baer

Tacita Dean, “Analogue”

Alexandra Leykauf and Lisa
Oppenheim

Bachmann



386 TOP TEN TOP TEN 387

TOPTEN

2007
387 Eileen Quinlan  01/07

388 Katy Moran  02/07

389 Rae Armantrout  03/07

390 Kay Rosen  04/07

391 Chip Lord  05/07

392 Paulina Olowska  06/07

394 Alison Knowles   09/07

396 Rosalind Nashashibi  10/07

398 Paweł Althamer  11/07

 12/07

 BEST OF 2007 FILM 
401 John Waters 
402 Amy Taubin 
403 James Quandt 
404 Chrissie Iles 
405 T. J. Wilcox

 BEST OF 2007 MUSIC 
406 David Byrne 
407 Marissa Nadler 
408  Alex Waterman 
409 Julian House

410 BEST OF 2007 

412 Lynne Cooke

414 Daniel Birnbaum

416 Okwui Enwezor

418 Ann Goldstein

420 John Kelsey

422 Claire Bishop

424 Jessica Morgan

426 Matthew Higgs

428 Jack Bankowsky

430 Ali Subotnick

432 Tom Vanderbilt

434 Marta Kuzma

01/07386 TOP TEN



388 TOP TEN TOP TEN 38902/07 03/07



390 TOP TEN TOP TEN 39105/0704/07



392 TOP TEN TOP TEN 39306/0706/07



394 TOP TEN TOP TEN 39509/0709/07



396 TOP TEN TOP TEN 39710/0710/07



398 TOP TEN TOP TEN 39911/0711/07



TOP TEN 40112/07



402 TOP TEN TOP TEN 40312/0712/07



404 TOP TEN TOP TEN 40512/0712/07



406 TOP TEN TOP TEN 40712/0712/07



408 TOP TEN TOP TEN 40912/0712/07



TOP TEN 411

Rachel Harrison, Trees for the
Forest, 2007, pedestals, paint,
anonymous paintings, fabric,
CD-R discs, canned pineapple,
plastic, tissue, Pearl River 
candy, electronics, poster,
and international magazines.
Installation view, Migros
Museum fur Gegenwartskunst,
Zurich. Photo: A. Burger.

410 TOP TEN 12/07



412 TOP TEN 12/07



414 TOP TEN TOP TEN 41512/0712/07



416 TOP TEN 12/07



418 TOP TEN TOP TEN 41912/0712/07



420 TOP TEN 12/07



422 TOP TEN 12/07



424 TOP TEN TOP TEN 42512/0712/07



426 TOP TEN TOP TEN 42712/0712/07



428 TOP TEN 12/07



430 TOP TEN TOP TEN 43112/0712/07



432 TOP TEN TOP TEN 43312/0712/07



434 TOP TEN 12/07



436 TOP TEN TOP TEN 437

TOPTEN

2008
437 Heather Rowe  01/08

439 Raqs Media Collective   02/08

441 Nick Mauss  
 Ken Okiishi  03/08   

01/08436 TOP TEN



438 TOP TEN TOP TEN 43902/0801/08



440 TOP TEN TOP TEN 44103/0802/08



442 TOP TEN 03/08



EDITION OF 200 

$40 US / $45 CAN

ISBN 978-0440153252

NO INPUT BOOKS  


